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so much to

M“I-I- AND IONA - koﬂer the visitor

taste of the West Highlands. With Iona being

TO VISIT Mull and Iona is to have, literally, a true

almost a stone’s throw from the foot of Mull the
two islands are inextricably linked. A visit to both will
give you a detailed insight into early Celtic Christianity
and local history and culture. Mull particularly is well-
known for its local produce, including cheese, and its

wildlife holidays.
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The ferry at ionnphort

Children will love Mull for it is here that
the television series Balamory was set - at
Tobermory. The ferry trip from Oban to
Craignure, near Tobermory, doesn’t take
long. They’ll be thrilled to be in Balamory
with its gaily-coloured houses.

Tobermory also has plenty of bars, res-
taurants, cafes and hotels offering superb
locally grown food. Any idea of dieting
will go out of the window when you see
the mouth-watering foods you can taste or
buy. Mull and Iona are a foodie’s paradise
and calorie counting will simply be a
‘waist’ of time.

If you want to sample all that’s best about
the islands’ foods you should visit at the
end of summer when a food festival
celebrates all that is good about Mull and
Iona’s produce — the cheeses, meats, sea-
food and bread are a gastronomic delight.

With its rugged high mountains, Mull
is rapidly being recognised as one of the
places to go for a wildlife holiday for
there is much to be seen. Birds include the
recently introduced white-tailed sea eagle.
Other rare birds you could spot are mer-

lins, hen harriers
and ‘incomers’ such
as the bee-eater.
Wildlife abounds on
Mull and Iona and

round their shores as well and if it’s an
all-round experience you want this year’s
festival of wildlife will be right up your
alley.

The islands of Mull & Iona are interna-
tionally recognised as areas of outstanding
scenery, biodiversity and geology, and are
home to some of Scotland’s leading wild-
life tour operators. Countryside Rangers
will lead visitors to see the chicks of world
famous White Tailed Eagles of Mull.
Experienced tour guides offer close en-
counters with otter, deer, golden eagles,
whales and dolphins, as featured on the
BBC programmes presented by Bill Oddie.

More recently the isles have also become
known for the quality of produce on offer,
from succulent seafood and award win-
ning local cheese to smoked fish and hill
reared lamb, showcased in the Taste of
Mull & Iona Food Festival.

If this were not enough for the discerning
visitor, Mull & Iona offer a varied
programme of activities organised by
the island’s numerous arts, culture and
heritage organisations. These include the
unique Ionad Eachdraidh an Rois Mhu-
ilich, and An Tobar.

Abrand new comprehensive ‘What’s On’
website at www.wildisles.co.uk lists all
the activities and
organisations in-
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lona Abbey - at the heart of Celtic Christianity

Continued on Page 8

volved with contact
details and a new
e-booking facility
for many events.

Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa

Isle of Mull, PA65 6AY
Tel: 01680-812305
Email: craignureinn@
btconnect.com

THE
CRAIGNURE INN

www.craignure-inn.co.uk

With magnificent position overlocking the Amaz: party oighis are sgrmaching 2oon.:30 Wiy

Sound of Mull, this hotel offers bedrooms | MOty something different!

and public areas with stunning views On Saturday 13th and Friday 19th December there
will be great food, good music a great festive fun
evening and accommodation only £20 per person
bed and breakfast.

Celebrate the festive night out with a difference.
Also you have the use of our fantastic leisure facilities

Relax and escape from it all
in the new 17 metre swimming pool and spa.
Sauna, steamroom, outside hot tub,
hardresser & beauty treatments.

Early 18th century Drovers Inn set just
200 yards from the main ferry terminal.
Ideal and central location for exploring

the beautiful and exciting Isle of Mull.
Comfortable en-suite accommodation
available. Warm and friendly bar serving
great traditional home cooking every

day from 12 noon till 9 pm with a good
selection of malts, wines and beers.

Alex and Tiina and their staff welcome all

Pennyghael Hotel
Pennyghael, Mull,

PA70 6HB
Tel:- 01681 704288

Web:- www.pennyghaelholidays.co.uk
email:- pennyghaelhotel@gmail.com

Come and join us at Pennyghael, the place to relax, and
take advantage of our wonderful location on the shore of
Loch Scridain.We offer comfortable hotel accommodation,

great food and a warm welcome. A great base for bird

watching, wildlife & walking holidays.

| Restaurant open to non-residents

Please call 01681 704288 to secure your booking

Lounge bar, whisky bar and restaurant,
86 bedrooms.
Canference and meeting facilities
are available
Awarded 3 Stars by the AA and Visit Scotland

newly opened this year so the morning after have a
s0ak in the hot tub overlooking the Sound of Mull or
how about that special ‘mud room treatment’

Xmas party night with a difference. We are only a 40
minute sail from Oban.

Telephone: 0870 9506267
Fax: 01680 812462

web: www.crerarhotels.com




